SADUS TILES

INSTRUCTION MANUAL

HOW TO LAY CEMENT TILE FLOORING
STEP 1 BUY MATERIALS

STEP 2 INSPECT THE TILES

Determine the quantity of tile you will
need. Make sure you buy 10% more tile
than the measurements of the room
for cuts, breakage and spares for future
repair work.

Our cement tiles are handcrafted and
each tile shape and color can slightly
vary from tile to tile. The variance in
appearance is what makes our tiles so
unique, they are all imperfectly perfect.

STEP 3 PREPARE THE SPACE

STEP 4 DRY TRY

The tiles need to be placed on a perfectly levelled and clean surface. Therefore
ensure your surface is as flat as possible, clear out the space completely and
make sure the surface is clean and dry.

A dry layout ensures problems are
spotted before installation begins. If
you are laying tile on a concrete slab
make sure the slab is completely cured
and dry. Lay the tiles in 2 lines in the
layout you choose without any cement.

STEP 5 CUT & LAY THE TILES

STEP 6 GROUT

Use a level to ensure the floor and tiles
are level. Cement tiles can be cut using
a wet saw with a diamond blade.

Our tiles already are pre-sealed at the
factory which is a first layer of protection only. The installation will need at
least 36 till 48 hours to cure and dry
before the grouting.

STEP 7 SEAL
Before sealing, the mortar and tiles
have to be completely dry. The final
sealant can be put on the tiles to help
to protect from staining and cleaning.

ENJOY!
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STEP 1
BUY THE MATERIALS

TOOLS NEEDED
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tape measure
Level
Tile saw or Cutter
Notched trowel
Big Trowel or shovel
Bucket to mix cement
Rubber grout float
Goggles
Sponge
Water bucket
Tile spacers

MATERIALS NEEDED
•
•
•
•

Tiles
Cement
Sand
Water

OR
• Tile adhesive
• Wax or sealer
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STEP 2
INSPECT THE TILES

STEP 3
PREPARE THE SPACE

As our cement tiles are handcrafted and
made from natural materials, remember
that each tile shape and color can vary
from tile to tile. The variance is what makes them so fun and unique; they are
all imperfectly perfect. We therefore recommend selecting tiles from different
boxes during installation to avoid any
color zones.

Make sure to remove any old tiles from
walls and floors and try to ensure your
surface is as flat as possible. The concrete slab needs to be completely dry before installation, otherwise the moisture in
the concrete can evaporate through the
tiles resulting in a powdery white limestone deposit (efflorescence).
Before getting started on your tiles,
clear out the room completely and make
sure your space is clean and ready to
get messy! For areas subject to moisture like showers, around pools, etc., the
underlayment should be sealed with a
waterproof membrane or other moisture-resistant product.

Because of the artisan handmade production, you should expect 10% or more
faults in the tile edges, or cracks of 0.5
cm2. To minimize loss we suggest that
these tiles be used not as whole tiles but
as pieces for cutting around walls and
along edges.
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STEP 4
DRY TRY
The surface on which you are installing the tile must be smooth and free from debris,
grease, or wax. Installing cement tiles is a fairly simple process, but careful planning
and correct measurement is very important.
For a central rug-like design:
•

•
•
•

Measure the area you wish to tile. Start at the axes of the room to center the motif.
Snap a chalk line across the length of the area, in the center of the floor, dividing
the room or area in half.
Then snap another chalk line, so the two lines cross in the center of the room.
Check where the lines intersect with a carpenter’s square to make absolutely sure
The center point has a 90-degree angled quadrant.
Start by laying a tile at the intersection of the lines. Use the lines as a guide, as you
work your way outward towards the walls. Do a “dry run” with some of your tiles
to make sure that your borders will fall where you want them and that any tile that
you want centered in front of a doorway, is properly aligned. Do not step on your
tile during this layout exercise.

Please note that cement tiles are absorbent and should be soaked in water for a few
seconds before they are laid in the thin-set mortar bed. The purpose of this is to prevent the tiles from pulling moisture from the mortar, preventing it from curing properly. One method of installation of cement tiles requires a double spread of thin-set
adhesive.
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STEP 5
CUT & LAY THE TILES
As you’re laying the tiles, make sure you
are using a level along the way to ensure
that the floor is level.
• Place the tiles along the guide line being
careful to level them to the same height.
There should be no more than 1mm in
height difference between adjacent tiles.
Note: there can be a 1.5 - 2mm difference
in tile thickness.
• Install the tiles with a gap of 2 - 3 mm,
the smaller the gap the more attractive
the final result of the tile design. Wider
joints may also be necessary when using
under floor heating mats or cables. Wider joints can also be a choice of design
aesthetics.
• Cement tiles can be cut using a wet saw
with a diamond blade. This can also help
you create more intricate layouts.
• Once you set your tile in the thin-set on
the floor and have it level, use the sharp
edge of a tile tool to scrape away the
thin-set immediately next to the tile.
When you place your next tile, excess
mortar has some place to spread into
and does not get pushed up into your
grout line.
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STEP 6
GROUT
Cement tiles must be protected by a sealant or grout-release before grouting the tile,
because cement tiles are porous. Grout applied over raw tile can penetrate into the
surface of the tile. So Sadus Tiles are delivered with a thin layer of wax to prevent the
mortar/grout from entering the tiles. Remove any excess grout immediately with a
clean sponge and clean water. Do not let excess grout dry on the surface as it may be
difficult to remove and may stain the tiles.
The installation will need at least 1 till 3 days to cure and dry before grouting. Follow
the mixing instructions on the back of the packaging of the grout you bought.
• Apply enough grout to fill all the small areas of your tile. Using a rubber trowel, you
will want to make a sweeping motion over your tiles and at times at a 45-degree
angle to make sure you have it nicely packed in. And you’ll want to make sure you
don’t have any air bubbles in your grouted areas. Move along your tiles and into
the spaces.
• Traditionally a very narrow joint is used between the tiles indoors. Use a very neutral color joint mix or one similar to your tile colors. The grout color mostly used
for hydraulic cement floor tiles is light gray cement. On tightly spaced tiles use a
thin consistency grout, not a thick paste. The grout should be thin enough to fill the
narrow joints completely.
• Apply the grout with a rubber float or with a rubber squeegee, moving diagonally
across the joints. Any excess grout should be removed with a damp cloth or sponge
before it dries. Once the grout is cured and dry, it should be sealed.
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STEP 7
SEAL
Sealing will retain the color of your tiles and prevent visible stains. It will also make floors easier
to clean. Before sealing, the grout and tiles should
be completely clean and dry. There are two different options to seal your cement tiles. For cement
tiles used in both a residential setting or tiles in
a commercial, heavy traffic area we recommend
the following methods of sealing.
Seal with Sadus Tiles Wax
Use a white piece of cotton cloth, dab into the
wax and apply and rub a thin layer into the tiles
and let it dry. We recommend applying three thin
layers instead of one thick layer.
If you desire a matt/satin finish, apply three layers of wax. Mop the floor with clean water and
some soap after the wax is dry. In case you prefer
a shiny finish apply a fourth layer of wax and polish after the wax has dried.
Seal with a sealer specially made for cement tile
There are various cement tile sealers available,
depending on the country in which you will install the cement tiles:
• Penetrating Sealers or Impregnating Sealers
coat the cement particles in the tile making it
less likely they will retain stains
• Topical Sealers create a barrier on the surface
of the tile so that stains do not reach the
cement.
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STEP 8
TIME TO SHINE
You just completed you tile floor installation and we bet it looks pretty darn good
in your space! We can’t wait to see those spaces of yours. Make sure to tag us on
Instagram @sadustiles so we can share some tile love.
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